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Southwest Alabama 

May 14,2007 

Reference: WC Docket No 0260, Rural Health Care pilot Program Package Subnutted by Southwest Aialwna 
Mental Health, Dated May 1,2007 

O€tice of the SBCretary 
Federal Comunicat~ons Comsslon 
445 12th street, sw 
Washingtos DC 20554 

Dear Oilice of the Semetmy 

SUBJECT ADDITIONAL SUPPORT INFOMTION FOR RURAL HEALTH CARE PILOT PROGRAM 
PACKAGE 

Please add the enclosed letter of support from the children's Health System, Umvers~ty of Alabama, Birmn@m, to 
our Rural Health Care pilot Program Package titled "Bndgmg the Gaps" Io Rurat Alabama As per the submittal 

If you have any questions, I can be contacted at (251) 5754203 or Fax (251) 575-9459 

lnsmctlm I have emlosed the original end four WjxeS 

Sinaaely, 

CandaCeHarden 
ExecuriveDirector 
Southwest Alabama Mental Health 
Enclosure (1) 

Cmm 



C h i l d r e n  a r e  t h e  
c e n t e r  of o u r  l i v e s .  

To Whom It May Concern: 

The Children’s Hospital of Alabama supports the 1600 7th Avenue 5. 

Birmingham, At  35233 TeleheaWTelemedicine project sponsored by the Southwest Mental Health 
Agency. This TelehealtWTelemedicine project includes three other Community 

Children’s Hospital and Dr. Tom Vaughn currently provide pediatric psychiatric 
services to patients through a telemedicine connection at a local hospital for Dr. 
Marsha Raulerson in collaboration with the Southwest Mental Health Agency. 
If successful, this proposed TelehealtWTelemedicine project can provide an 
improved network infrastructure for each of these rural communities and can 
expand pediatric and other medical care services to all project participants. This 
will open the door to many more collaborative health care efforts which will 
improve access to health care in rural regions of Alabama that was previously 
not possible. 

This project is of particular importance as mental health and pediatric 
needs of children in this most impoverished area of Alabama are not addressed 
effectively. This project will assist the participants in providing appropriate 
treatment services to children and to assist in preventing more serious problems 
that can develop in adolescence or adulthood if proper care is not provided at 
the earliest opportunity. Children’s Hospital supports the efforts of the 
Community Mental Health agencies to expand telehealthkelemedicine services 
to rural locations. 
Sincerely, 

Mental Health agencies and a Children’s Center in rural South Alabama. Phone: (205) 939~9100 

w w w . c h s Y I . o r g 

Tom Shufflebarger 
Chief Operating Officer 


